
       

 
This COBRA report is a result of the past four-year COBRA cycle (2015-2019). Each study programme that 
participated in the COBRA cycle has drawn up this document, which specifies the strengths and planned actions of 
the study programme. These strengths and actions result from the dialogue between the programme and its 
stakeholders (primary actors, alumni, professional field and international experts from the discipline). This report aims 
to give a comprehensive indication of the study programme’s realised quality. The COBRA report will be made 
available in the programme guide, so it will be accessible to the public. 
 
More information on COBRA: https://www.kuleuven.be/english/education/quality/cobra-english/quality-assurance-method  
More information on the quality of education: https://www.kuleuven.be/english/education/quality 
KU Leuven educational terminology: https://www.kuleuven.be/english/education/educational-glossary/educational-glossary 

COBRA REPORT 
  

Study programme: Master of Space Studies 

Drawn up on: December 6, 2019 

KU Leuven uses the COBRA method to work on the quality of its study programmes. In this report the programme 
committee reports every four years on the quality of its programme(s) and describes the identified strengths and 
planned actions of its programme Master of Space Studies.  

Strengths of the study programme  

 Approach to Interdisciplinarity 
 
The structure of the programme – with broad introductory courses covering a broad field, then 
specialised courses specifically designed for the programme, and a master thesis where diversity and 
specific skills can be combined – enables the students to deepen the perspective on their specific 
expertise with regard to space applications, and at the same time to become familiar with other aspects 
of space studies. 
 

 Links with Stakeholders in the Field 
 
Thanks to an agreement with ESA, but also through other channels, several external specialists 
intervene in the education programme.  Extracurricular initiatives are taken to bring the students in 
contact with the actors in the different fields of space studies. 
 

 Master Thesis 
 
Within common criteria of scientific rigour, diversity is allowed and encouraged for the master thesis 
projects.  Interdisciplinarity is considered as added value, but is not a showstopper for specific projects.  
An increasing fraction of master thesis projects is carried out in the framework of internships with external 
companies, which increases the symbiosis between industry and academia. 
 

 Networking of students and alumni 
 
The diversity of backgrounds of the students and their common interests induce them to team together 
and exchange knowledge and expertise.  Such networking persists once students have become alumni, 
when they help each other professionally with their complementary expertise, and interchange 
information on job perspectives. 

Planned actions 

 Evolving the Programme 
 
The content of the programme will be monitored and adapted, as a function of new developments in the 
space sector, new research developments at KU Leuven and UGent, and opportunities for external 
collaborations. 
 

 Student Inflow and Internationalisation 
 
Efforts need to be made to increase the fraction of international students in the programme, through 
improving its visibility to the outside world.  Measures are the improvement of the programme website, 
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the development of a professional information campaign, and networking through alumni and other 
professional links. 
 

 Setting up a formal Alumni Organisation 
 
The networking between alumni will be further developed and structurally supported by the creation and 
activities of a formal Alumni Organisation for the programme, common to both organising universities. 

 


